Great Milton Parish Council

www.greatmilton.org.uk
c/o Joanna Botha, 01844 338150, clerk@greatmilton.org.uk
7 Kings Close, Worminghall, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 9JW


Minutes of the Great Milton Parish Council meeting held on Monday 11th April 2011 

at the earlier time of 7pm in the Pavilion.
Present:

Cllrs. Stephen Harrod (Chair), Ian Bradley, Peter Fewell and Christine Pepperell.

In Attendance:
Joanna Botha (Clerk)

Four members of the public 
35/11
Apologies for Absence
Action:
Ken Rogers (Vice Chair), Phil Ashworth and Doug Colley were away.
David Turner (County Councillor) and John Nowell-Smith (District Councillor) were due later at 8pm for the Annual Parish meeting.

36/11
Register of Interests for this Meeting


None. 
37/11
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held Monday 14th March 2011, were confirmed as a true and accurate record. This was proposed by Peter Fewell (PF), seconded by Ian Bradley (IB) and agreed upon unanimously.  
38/11
Matters to Report
· The Parish Plan questionnaire was reported as being in the final stages of preparation, due for delivery in April/May so that results may be ready for the Fete on June 11th.

· Plans for the Royal Wedding Street Party were underway. The Parish Council’s insurance will cover the event and the road closure application had been accepted, although the diversion cannot be via the one-way system on The Green but rather at the top end of Thame Road/A329 directing traffic towards Church Road. Road closure and diversion signs will need to be obtained.
JS/SH
· The litter pick had been successful. Altogether 23 sacks of rubbish and one TV set were collected by 15 volunteers, including a team of 6 staff from Le Manoir.
· It was reported that Great Milton would retain its hourly bus service following the recent bus service review. Full details are available on the County Council web site.

· The Clerk had been advised by the District Council to contact Southern Electric about repositioning the overhead electric cables, suggested at the previous PC meeting; however it is possible that the funding for this may have been withdrawn nationally.
JB
· The Clerk had written to the Local Area Steward for Highways, Keith Stenning, with a list of outstanding issues and had received the following update: 
1. The agreed alterations to the signs and road markings at the junction of the A329/Church Road, including high visibility signs and SLOW to be written on the carriageway are no longer possible due to budget constraints.

2. The team is looking into attracting funds for the problem pavement outside the Great Milton Shop/Lovegrove House. 
3. The team is currently waiting for a budget allocation to enable it to put back up the 2 x Great Milton turn-off signs that have been knocked down on the A329 but may well be focusing on regulatory signs only. 
4. Repairs to the Thame Road carriageway are programmed.
5. The team is unable to finance the removal of the centre white lines through the village as a traffic calming measure and will let them fade away.
6. Repairs to the Church Road carriageway are programmed.

It was agreed that this was unsatisfactory and that the matter be raised with Councillor David Turner who later offered to follow up item no.3 as he felt there was a public safety issue to be addressed, particularly as the fallen signs were still on the verges.
DT
39/11
Correspondence and Public Discussion

Pegswell Lane

Four residents from the properties surrounding Pegswell Lane attended the meeting to enquire about the PC’s plans for improving the area at the end of the footpath by the old well. The Chair advised that the PC has been seeking funding to improve the area and reinstate a stone wall as a boundary. So far applications have not been successful. The residents are keen to be involved in the plans or to maintain the area themselves if this is allowed. The Clerk will clarify matters with Countryside Services, advise the residents and put the matter on a future agenda.
JB/SH
Correspondence

· The residents of Fairways had written to request that should posts be installed on The Green by their property that the contractors leave sufficient space for emergency access. The Clerk had sent a note to ensure that should this action be agreed in future, due consideration would be given to access for emergency vehicles.

· A briefing note had been received from Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) on the transfer of responsibility for bus passes for elderly and disabled people. The key message is that for virtually all users there is no change. The Clerk has the full details.
· SODC Planning Services had written advising that its Submission Core Strategy has been submitted to the Secretary of State. It can be viewed at www.southoxon.gov.uk/corestrategy.
· Reverend Story had written to thank the Parish Council for its grant towards the upkeep of the churchyard.
40/11
Planning Applications
A

Great Milton Parish Council considered that the following planning applications should be APPROVED by SODC:
Tallis House, High Street, Great Milton, OX44 7NF. P11/W0314 & P11/W0315/LB. Extension and refurbishment of listed house, reinstatement as a single dwelling, removal of porch, alteration of roof line.

Priors Gate, Church Road, Great Milton, OX44 7PB. P11/W0500. Erection of a car port.
B
The following Planning Decisions from SODC were reviewed:
Northend Cottage, Lower End, Great Milton, OX44 7NF. P11/W0088. Single storey timber outbuilding. (Granted)

Milton Common Outstation, Three Pigeons Motorway Compound, Milton Common, OX0 2JN. P10/W1624/RET. Replacement of original temporary planning permission for the outstation at Milton Common (ref. P05/W0951) with a permanent consent to support Highways Agency eastern traffic operations. (Granted)
Lantern Service Station, London Road, Milton Common, OX9 2JL. P11/W0091. Erection of 1.8m high green palisade fence on frontage at gates. (Granted - subject to the planting of a traditional field hedge along the boundary).

C
The following updates on other outstanding planning matters were received:
Notification of Enforcement Appeal: Lantern Service Station, London Road, Milton Common, OX9 2JL. P11/W0288/DA. Alleged breach: Change of use from Service Station to Car Sales. Appeal reference number: APP/Q3115/C/11/2147832.

A letter regarding the above enforcement appeal had been sent by GMPC to the planning inspectorate objecting to the appearance of the block of vans along the frontage of the site and asking for a restriction on the number of vehicles to be sited here.

Details had been received, for information only, of a minor amendment to the planned greenhouse for The Old Stores, The Green, Great Milton, OX44 7NT.  P11/W0178. 
41/11
The Bulletin Team

Since the previous meeting, editor of The Bulletin, Manny Stone, and Advertising Manager, Hazel Hand, had both stood down from their positions. David Undery had come forward offering to take on the editorship and had submitted a brief proposal to the Parish Council. It was resolved to recruit David Undery as a volunteer editor. The Clerk agreed to support David and to manage the advertising for the next few editions until a replacement volunteer advertising manager could be found.
JB
42/11
Financial Resolutions
A
The following cheques were authorised for payment: 

Joanna Botha. Salary. £314.74



ORCC. Subscription. £30.00


Oxford Greenbelt Network. Subscription. £15.00







JB
B
Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated the final quarterly bank reconciliation and analysis of actual receipts/payments versus budget for 2010-11. The accounts were reviewed and it was noted that excluding expenditure from the reserves and extra payments where invoices were received late last financial year, the expenditure was under budget by £1841. This will go into the general reserves. It was also noted that that £3,000 of the expenditure on the Recreation Ground Entrance was from earmarked reserves and the remainder was from the general reserves. The Clerk will amend this in the accounts. It was resolved that the remaining payment due for the Recreation Ground Entrance of £1740 be earmarked from the reserves.
JB

 It was proposed by CP that the accounts be approved. This was seconded by IB and agreed upon unanimously.
C
Prior to the meeting, Christine Pepperell had circulated details of a minor amendment to the Financial Regulations. The reference to Standing Order 30(d) in Financial Reg 11.1(h) had been incorrect. It has since been deleted and replaced by SO 21. This means the PC must include a statement in any tender to the effect that any person tendering who canvasses councillors for support will be disqualified. The revised Financial Regulations were reviewed and approved. This was proposed by Peter Fewell (PF), seconded by IB and agreed upon unanimously.
D
It was proposed by Christine Pepperell to increase the Clerk’s pay by one salary point in accordance with her employment contract, to NJC salary point LC1.17 (8.747 pence per hour). This was seconded by IB and agreed upon unanimously.
JB
E
The Clerk had completed a P46 for the new tax year in accordance with the HMRC changes to PAYE arrangements for Parish Clerks. This was reviewed and approved and will be kept on file.

43/11
Donation requests

Prior to the meeting, details of donation requests from the past six months had been circulated. It was resolved that the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure: £50 to the Thame & District Citizens Advice Bureau and £35 to South & Vale Carers Centre. This was proposed by Peter Fewell (PF), seconded by IB and agreed upon unanimously.
JB





44/11
Any Other Business
· It was noted that the prowler in Thame Road had gone quiet since cameras had been


installed at the property.
· There are a number of items for handyman Graeme Kimber including a repeat of the damage to the Thame Road end of The Green, the hedge at Oxen Piece and the gate by the allotments. The Clerk will follow this up.
JB
· SH asked the Clerk to include an item on Le Manoir’s kissing-gate at the next meeting. This has been offered for use on the footpath between Little Milton and Great Milton and the PC will need to agree to the cost of installation.
JB
· The meeting was informed by a member of the public that during school pick-up times, parents are double parking on the Green. The Clerk will write a note to the school.
JB
The meeting closed at 8pm.

The Great Milton Annual Parish Meeting followed this meeting.

The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council will be the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. Due to the timing of the local elections, this will be held on the third Monday in May, Monday May 16th 2011 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.

Signed:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________


Date:      ________________________________________
