Great Milton Parish Council

Parish Clerk: Mr T Darch
Email: contact@clerkgreatmilton.co.uk
Website: www.great-milton.co.uk

Minutes of the Meeting of Great Milton Parish Council 

held virtually via video conference on Monday 19th October 2020 at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs S Harrod (Chairman), W Fox (Vice-Chairman), P Allen, G Bennet, C Deacon, P Fewell and M Horsley.

In Attendance:  Tim Darch (Clerk)


The meeting was conducted through a video conferencing facility.  The new arrangements for the Parish Council are allowed under the following Regulation:
THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND POLICE AND CRIME PANELS (CORONAVIRUS) (FLEXIBILITY OF LOCAL AUTHORITY AND POLICE AND CRIME PANEL MEETINGS) (ENGLAND AND WALES) REGULATIONS 2020

111/20
Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Caroline Newton (SODC).
112/20
Variation of order of business


Business was conducted in the order prescribed by the agenda.

113/20
Declarations of member’s Interest (if any)
No declarations of interest were received in items on the agenda.
114/20
Matters to Report

Regular updates are being received from OCC and continue to be communicated to residents via the available channels as appropriate.  
Caroline Newton (SODC) supplied a summary update in her absence.  At Full Council on 8 October, Councillors agreed a revised budget to cover the shortfall in SODC funds this year.  Because of the additional costs of responding to COVID and the loss of income (e.g car parking and planning fees) the council is about £1 million in the red (on a budget of around £15 million). Councillors agreed to take £1 million out of SODC’s reserves to make up the shortfall.

Planning Committee: At Full Council, councillors agreed to extend the suspension of parish councils’ right to call-in applications to Planning Committee until July 2021.  However ward councillors may still call in applications within 28 days of the application being registered.  I will be happy to call in applications on behalf of all my parish councils provided there are material planning considerations, so do let me know if there are applications of concern to you.

Chalgrove Airfield: SODC Planning officers have indicated that the planning application relating to Chalgrove Airfield won’t be determined until the middle of April 2021. This is to give time for more detail to be sought from the applicant, Homes England. In particular officers say they will not make a recommendation on the application before there is more clarity about the infrastructure (particularly roads around Stadhampton, Chiselhampton, Cuxham and others).
115/20
Correspondence and Public Discussion

No correspondence has been received which is not dealt with elsewhere on the agenda.
116/20
Planning Applications

A
To consider the following planning applications received from SODC:

P20/S3158/FUL (Bentley House London Road Milton Common).  Demolition of existing car repair workshop and erection of replacement commercial building comprising 4 units, with associated works including access, parking and landscaping.

An elderly garage currently occupies the proposed development site.  The applicant wishes to replace this with a significantly larger modern industrial unit, possibly for sub-letting.  Although it would replace a rather unsightly building, 4 out of 5 neighbours consulted objected to the proposed development, with concerns raised over size, outlook, parking, traffic and noise.  Cllr Allen shared many of these concerns, and was minded to recommend objection.  After a vote it was unanimously agreed to recommend OBJECTION to the proposed development.

P20/S3266/HH (Tollesbury Dale Thame Road Great Milton OX44 7NY).  Removal of existing garage/outbuilding. Single storey side rear extension.

The proposal is for an extension to replace an existing garage and store, on a similar footprint to the existing structure and similar in appearance to a structure next door.  Neither neighbour has any objections, and Cllr Fox recommended SUPPORT of the application, which was unanimously agreed.


P20/S3498/FUL (Lantern Service Station London Road Milton Common).  Change of use of existing workshop building and erection of new building to support a B2 use including MOT testing and vehicle repairs and car sales. External area to be used for car sales and car parking associated with the use of the buildings.

This application site is actually in the Tiddington Parish Council area: the Parish Council has responded to SODC on this basis, and has raised no concerns.

P20/S2194/HH (Gemini Thame Road Great Milton). Removal of existing entrance porch and replacement with a different design.


After brief discussion it was unanimously agreed to SUPPORT this application, which raised no concerns when reviewed or from neighbours when consulted.
B
To review the following planning decisions received and any outstanding planning matters.
P20/S2189/FUL (The Oxford Belfry Hotel London Road Milton Common OX9 2JW).  Retention of Ancillary Staff Accommodation Caravans.  At its meeting of Wednesday 14th October SODC’s planning committee decided that planning permission would be GRANTED for two years from the date of the decision.
117/20
Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held virtually on Monday 21st September 2020 were signed and approved as a true and accurate record of proceedings.
118/20
Financial Resolutions

A
The following cheques for payment were approved, to be physically signed along with associated invoices subsequent to this meeting:


Tim Darch. Salary, Tax and Expenses. £498.65

SODC dog hygiene. July-September. £269.10


Jonathan Dudley.  Bulletin production October.  £95.80

Green and Growing.  Village mowing September.  Invoice not received in time for the meeting.
B

The latest monthly bank reconciliation, accounts and bank statements were received, signed and approved.  The reconciled bank balance as at 6 October was £41,659.33.
119/20
Parish Clerk and Councillors’ update of matters in hand
· A large quantity of garden waste has accumulated on the verge alongside the Grove footpath (Bull to A329 at Countax).  Advice is being sought on where responsibility lies for dealing with this issue: in the meantime the Clerk will report the issue via the ‘Fix My Street’ website.
120/20
Financial priorities 2021-22

The Parish Council’s financial priorities for the coming financial year were discussed as part of the 2021-22 budget preparation process.  Expenses have reduced slightly (largely due to the reduced print run of the Bulletin).  Finances are reasonably healthy and a smaller increase in the precept for 2021-22 may therefore be justified as a result.  A draft budget and precept request will be presented to the November meeting.
121/20
Proposed revisions to Great Milton village website

Development of the new website is continuing.  There was general support for the work done so far, with some minor amendments suggested.  Work will continue and there will be a further update in November.
122/20
The Bulletin


Printing and delivery arrangements for The Bulletin were discussed in light of the resurgence in Covid infections.  After discussion, there was general support for resumption of full printing and delivery from November, assuming there were no issues from the delivery network.
123/20
Proposed Freecycle produce, books and toy/game exchange


Clarification on supervision arrangements was sought for this proposed facility after the matter was discussed at the last meeting.  The Freecycle committee has revised its proposal, suggesting that just a fresh produce exchange should be provided.  Several volunteers will monitor the installation and remove items before they deteriorate.  After discussion it was AGREED to suggest that the proposal should be trialled for a month: the Freecycle committee are also asked to ensure that Pat and Christine Donnelly’s views and agreement are sought before proceeding.
124/20
COVID-19: update on village response/impacts

After brief discussion there was little to report that residents will not already be aware of.
The meeting concluded at 8.25pm.
The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council is currently scheduled to be held virtually on Monday November 19th starting at 7.30pm.  
SIGNED____________________________________________________
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