Great Milton Parish Council

www.greatmilton.org.uk
c/o Joanna Botha, 01844 338150, clerk@greatmilton.org.uk
7 Kings Close, Worminghall, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 9JW


Minutes of the Great Milton Parish Council meeting held on Monday 11th October 2010 

at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.
Present:

Cllrs. Stephen Harrod (Chair), Ken Rogers (Vice Chair), Phil Ashworth, Peter Fewell and Christine Pepperell.

In Attendance:
Joanna Botha (Clerk)

David Turner (County Councillor)

John Nowell-Smith (District Councillor)




No members of the public were present

110/10
Apologies for Absence
Action:

Ian Bradley and Doug Colley were both away.
111/10
Register of Interests for this Meeting


None.
112/10
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held Monday 13th September 2010 were confirmed as a true and accurate record. This was proposed by Phil Ashworth (PA) seconded by Peter Fewell (PF) and agreed upon unanimously.  
113/10
Matters to Report

·  A letter had been sent to Berinsfield regarding the level of service received. 
· Lychgate Lane belongs to the PC and has previously been maintained by Les Preston as Village Handyman. The Clerk is to contact Windmill which cuts the Churchyard to request this one off piece of maintenance. Graeme Kimber is available to undertake other ad hoc tasks until a new Village Handyman can be found.
JB
·  The new litter bin on the Green has been reported to SODC as wobbling.

· The faulty No Entry sign on the Green has been reported and is now fixed.

· A letter has been sent to ASM Auto Recycling requesting that they ask drivers of car transporters to avoid the village.

· The work to register the land in the parish with the Land Registry continues.

David Turner
·  He will chase the various overdue pothole repairs again.
DT


· Various consultations are out currently. It is important to give a strong response to the Subsidised Bus Service Review as this will affect the 103, 104 and 111. 
· The cabinet is discussing the minerals and waste strategy this week. Locally the options are to expand existing workings in West Oxfordshire, keep the existing workings as they are but open a new one in South Oxfordshire near Stadhampton, Benson and Dorchester, or opt for a mix of the two. GM should consider supporting neighbouring parishes when the final consultation document is issued.
· On the OCC web site is a map of local countryside overlaid with circular walks. Go to www.occ.gov.uk /countrysidemap
· The M40 action group has sent notification of its AGM on Thursday 18th November. 


John Nowell-Smith
· Waterstock has a different view to Great Milton on the Chilworth House school

application. It is regarded as creeping development within the Green Belt. JN-S has requested that if it is agreed it will have a strict condition on it.
· The PC should attend a meeting on SODC’s core planning strategy on the 18th October if


it holds strong views. Houses need to be put somewhere and some will need to be in this 
area. Councils ought to be vigilant about what is happening. 
A
Great Milton Plan Update
The aim is a 5-10 year Plan which retains what is good and appreciated in the parish and makes improvements. This will become a mandate for any future works, funding applications or planning applications. A series of small consultation exercises to gather ideas will be followed by a definitive survey of all residents. The next consultation is an open meeting at 7.30pm on 27th October in the Neighbours Hall. This will be a feedback session with open discussion and a mini survey on the ideas that have been coming up, in particular on ‘environment’, ‘community facilities and activities’ and ‘traffic, transport and infrastructure’; from these views the final questionnaire (planned for the first quarter of 2011) will be written. Young people are needed to both give their opinion and to get involved with finding out the views of their age group. The school will be involved with seeking younger children's views. The plan will be published at the Fête in 2011.  Parish Councillors are asked to support the event on 27th October. 
ALL
B
Making Good the Green
The Clerk circulated some information from the Open Spaces Society on the use of ‘Dragon’s Teeth’ to protect Village Greens. It was agreed to discuss with SODC whether they could undertake this work or whether it could easily be added to the work required on the Recreation Ground Driveway.
JB/SH







C
Parking on the Green
Another batch of letters had been sent early in October. It was agreed that Councillors would again try to speak directly with the residents concerned. 
SH/PF



114/10
Correspondence and Public Discussion
 A
Core Strategy Review (Planning) 

This consultation had been circulated in advance of the meeting. It was agreed that Stephen Harrod (SH) would respond on behalf of the PC. 
SH
B
Review of Subsidised Bus Services

This consultation had been circulated in advance of the meeting. SH will attend the next Parish Plan meeting and discuss. They have a transport representative. The deadline is December.
SH







C
Town and Parish Council Forum


SH will attend.
SH
D

High Speed Internet

Various communications had been received about BT’s Race to Infinity where residents can vote online to fast track their area to receive Fibre Optic Broadband. The details will be circulated by Cllrs and publicised in The Bulletin. 
JB
115/10
Planning Applications
A
Great Milton Parish Council considered that the following planning applications should be APPROVED by South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC):

Chilworth Farm, Great Milton, OX44 7JH. P10/W1066. First floor extension and alterations to listed building, to include new door and window openings. (Amended) 

Chilworth Farm, Great Milton, OX44 7JH. P10/W1067/ LB. Listed building consent for the same. (Amended)
Chilworth House School, Thame Road, Wheatley, OX33 1JP. P10/W1159 (Amended) Demolition of existing store buildings. Erection of replacement buildings as additional school accommodation in connection with special day school.

Westlands, Lower End, Great Milton, OX44 7NJ. P10/W1382. Demolish existing garage and replace with new garage and garden room.
Milton Lodge, Lower End, Great Milton, OX44 7NJ. P10/W1260. Demolish modern kitchen extension, construct new extension in traditional materials with first floor gable ended extension under tiled roof.
Milton Lodge, Lower End, Great Milton, OX44 7NJ. P10/W1261/LB. Listed building consent for the same.
B
The following Planning Decisions had been received from SODC:

Permission has been GRANTED by SODC for Brook Bank, Church Road, Great Milton, OX44 7PB. P10/W0636. Demolition of existing bungalow, garage and greenhouse. Replacement


dwelling and detached garage and minor alterations to access.


Permission has been GRANTED by SODC for The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Great Milton, OX44 7NF. P10/W1124.

Permission has been REFUSED by SODC’s Planning Committee for the retrospective application Views Farm Windmill Hill Great Milton OX44 7NW. P10/W0255/RET. Change of use of land and buildings to use for storage, manufacture and ancillary sale of stone products. However enforcement proceedings will not be followed and a Certificate of Lawful Development may be applied for next year.
116/10
Recreation Ground Accessway

The Clerk had visited the Countryside Service in Eynsham. The definitive maps show that the recreation ground access is NOT registered as village green - the greens are shown as either side. GMPC is also recorded as the owner of all the common land and greens. The quotations for the resurfacing were reviewed and it was agreed to approach Spade Oak about what is possible with the reserves available and the addition of six wooden posts to protect the Green as per The Garage. 
JB
117/10
The Bulletin Colour Cover
A
Jonathan Dudley had sent a revised quote for a colour cover. At 20 pence per A4 single side, it would cost £92 per issue. The Clerk will contact those who have expressed interest in sponsoring this, but the A5 Bulletin will go ahead in black and white if a sponsor cannot be found. 
JB
(JN-S and DT arrived and left the meeting).
118/10
Web Site Archive

It was agreed to archive the meetings and planning pages at a cost of £35.00 per new page and to repeat this annually.  This was proposed by Christine Pepperell (CP) and seconded by PA.
JB
119/10
Donation Requests

The donation requests received by the PC during the past six months were circulated in advance of the meeting. It was resolved that the PC, in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should donate £30 each to Wheatley Park School, Thames Valley and Chiltern Air Ambulance and St. John Ambulance, this expenditure being in the opinion of the PC, in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and benefitting them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure. This was proposed by PA and seconded by PF.
120/10
Financial Resolutions
A
The Clerk circulated the proposed expenditure of £120 from the Parish Plan grant (donated by the Oxfordshire Rural Communities Council) for the open meeting event on 27th October. This expenditure was agreed and it was resolved that future expenditure from the grant could be instigated by the Steering Group within the limit of the grant without the prior approval of the PC. The expenditure would be authorised as usual at meetings prior to the cheques being signed. This was proposed by Ken Rogers (KR) and seconded by PA. 
B
The following cheques were authorised for payment. This was proposed by PA, seconded by PF and agreed upon unanimously:
Joanna Botha. Salary. £307.33


Joanna Botha. Reimbursement for Receipts and Payments Book. £66.36


Thames Water. Allotment supply. £18.06


BDO. Audit Fee. £158.63


MH-P. Remake Homepage, Modify Cllrs Page. £58.75


Manuel Stone. October Bulletin. £50.00


Jonathan Dudley. September & October Bulletin. £510.00

Countrywide. Rec Cut. 18th Aug. £88.13


Countrywide. Rec Cut 2nd, 16th and 30th September. £264.38


Wheatley Park School. Donation. £30.

St. John Ambulance. Donation. £30

Thames Valley and Chiltern Air Ambulance. Donation. £30.

National Association of Local Councils. Standing Orders Part 1. £25.00


The following cheque was withheld pending communication from Berinsfield:


Berinsfield. Rec Cut. 19th Aug. £229.13.  

C
Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated the quarterly bank reconciliation and analysis of actual receipts/payments versus budget. Councillors reviewed the accounts and confirmed that the figures appeared concurrent with being six months into the financial year.  It was proposed by CP that the accounts be approved. This was seconded by PA and agreed upon unanimously.

A cheque for Bulletin Advertising returned to the PC unpaid was queried. The Clerk apologised that she and the Advertising Manager had not yet established a good system for passing on payments swiftly and that the payee’s account had closed before the cheque could be paid in. It was agreed that in future cheques should be posted to the Clerk. 


CP also reviewed and signed the bank statements.

D
The Clerk passed to Councillors a letter received from the external auditors (BDO) stating that one matter had come to their attention during the external audit for year ending 31st March 2010 which is to include Asset Valuation in the Annual Return. This matter is already being handled on the recommendation of the internal auditor with the creation of a Fixed Asset Register and is NOT regarded by BDO as an issue of concern that regulatory or legal requirements have not been met.  Therefore, it was proposed by Peter Fewell (PF) that the Annual Return be approved and accepted by the Parish Council, this was seconded by PA and agreed upon unanimously.
The Clerk will now publicise the conclusion of the audit on the notice boards. 

E
The Action Plan drawn up by CP and the Clerk from the Internal and External Auditor’s recommendations was reviewed. 
F
CP informed the meeting that GMPC’s Model Financial Regulations could not be finalised until Part 1 of the National Association of Local Council’s Model Standing Orders could be obtained and a new set of Standing Orders created for GMPC. She proposed spending £25 from the Sundries budget on this document. This was seconded by KR and agreed upon unanimously. 
G
It was resolved to adopt the NALC model contract for the Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer as amended for Great Milton Parish Council and to award the Clerk a one point salary increase backdated to April 2010. This was proposed by CP, seconded by PF and agreed upon unanimously. 
121/10
Any Other Business

Possible options for marking the boundary in Pegswell Lane were discussed but it was felt that these were not necessary at this stage. A grant application for the conservation work on the wall is still planned for January 2011.
The meeting closed at 9.50pm.

The next Great Milton Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 8th November 2010 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.


Signed:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________


Date:      ________________________________________
