Great Milton Parish Council

www.greatmilton.org.uk
c/o Helen Cherry, 01844 278707, clerk@greatmilton.org.uk

Minutes of the Meeting of Great Milton Parish Council held  Monday 16th September 2013 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion:
Present:

Cllrs. Stephen Harrod (Chair and District Councillor), Doug Colley, 
Rosalind Hayman and Christine Pepperell. 

In Attendance:
Caroline Newton (County Councillor) Helen Cherry (Clerk) one member of the public.
152/13
Apologies for Absence

Peter Fewell (Vice Chair), Bill Fox
153/13

Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests for this Meeting

Cllrs. Stephen Harrod declared personal Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in reference to item163/13 (The Bull Pub). 
154/13
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 


It was resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 15th July 2013 as a true and accurate record.


It was resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council Planning meeting held on Tuesday 30th July 2013.
It was resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council Planning meeting held on Monday 19th August 2013.
155/13
Matters to Report


The District and County Councillors provided the meeting with updates from their respective councils, to be published in The Bulletin.
It was noted that during July and August Thames Valley Police had received 18 calls from the Great Milton area. Nine related to miscellaneous call and a further nine reported traffic hazards. There were two reports of crime, over-night a car was broken into on Thame Road but nothing was taken. A mobile phone was also reported stolen. 
156/13
Correspondence and Public Discussion

The Clerk received a letter from Wheatley Park School requesting sponsor money. It was agreed to sponsor £30 to Wheatley Park School Prize Giving. 

The Clerk received a letter from Views Farm relating to a request to have a “View Farm” sign erected, off the A329 just north of Little Milton. It was agreed to that the Clerk would send a letter of support to the Highways Department.

A member of the public raised the following issues:

· The overgrown hedges along the path behind Fullers Field.
It was agreed to ask Colin Putt (responsible for village maintenance) to trim the hedges.


· A request to relocate the salt box at the top of Fullers Field to the middle by the car layby. It was agreed to ask Colin Putt to move the salt box.


· Concerns were raised regarding the parking of cars/motorhomes along the Road by the Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisions and The Bull Pub. 
157/13
Planning Applications
A
The Parish Council considered that these applications should be APPROVED:



P13/S2695/HH – 26 Green Hitchings Great Milton OX44 7NZ
Demolition of rear conservatory, construction of single storey side and rear extension, internal alterations and extension.

P13/S2623/LB – The Bull The Green Great Milton
Proposed signage to front and side of building. 
B

Planning decisions received and any outstanding planning matters.

P13/S2076/HH – Linton Croft Thame Road Great Milton
Planning permission is GRANTED for the demolition of existing garage and erection of single storey bedroom extension to existing bungalow.
158/13
Affordable Housing within Great Milton
SODC circulated a report of relevant land within Great Milton of where housing could be provided. To note that this was for information only and no building would take place.
 

159/13

Review Great Milton Bulletin Summer Production Dates 
It was agreed to change the Great Milton Bulletin production dates from September to August, therefore there will be no bulletin circulated in the month of September.
160/13
Financial Resolutions
A
To authorise cheques for payment:


Helen Cherry. Salary, Expenses and tax (August and September). £728.48

Jonathan Dudley. Bulletin production. £362.50
SODC – Dog bin emptying 01/04/2013 – 30/06/2013. £62.80
Country Wide Grounds Maintenance. 4x Grass cutting to verges (8th, 22nd May 2013 and 4th, 18th June 2013). £912.00
Country Wide Grounds Maintenance. 6x Grass cutting at Recreation Ground (10th, 17th, 24th, 31st May 2013 and 10th, 18th June 2013). £540.00
E V Hawes. Water tank on allotments. £25.00
BDO Auditing for the annual return for the Year ended 31st March 2013. £162.00
Thames Water (for allotments) 11th March to 10th June 2013. £12.14
B
It was agreed to review the quarterly bank reconciliation at the next Parish meeting.  
C
The external audit report was reviewed.
D
The effectiveness of the internal audit was reviewed. 


It was noted that the internal auditor (Mr Wakefield) has now resigned from the position and all Councillors agreed to buy him a leaving gift in appreciation of all the work he had undertaken. 
E
The action plan following on from the internal auditors report was approved.

F
The increase of the 2013/14 National Salary awards for Clerks, from the 1st April 2013 was approved.
161/13
Thermal Imaging
It was agreed that Great Milton would take part in the thermal imaging survey.
162/13
Consideration of co-opting Kirren Scnack to Parish Councillor
Unfortunately Kirren Scnack declined the position of Parish Councillor. 
163/13
Grant for Great Milton Community Pub Ltd
Cllrs Stephen Harrod registered Disclosable pecuniary interests and left the room. 

It was agreed that due to The Pub being a community asset and funds being available that a grant of £1500 would be paid to “Great Milton Community Pub Ltd” for development of the dining and community rooms, on the condition that invoices for the work undertaken be provided to the Clerk.

It was also suggested that the History Society apply for £500 from the District Council Community fund, to provide storage within The Bull. The Clerk to circulate the relevant form. 
138/13
Any Other Business
A
Shelving for the Parish Council archives. Quotes to be provided and sent to the Clerk in time for the next meeting.
B
Village maintenance jobs.
Jobs to be undertaken:

· Trim hedge along footpath between Fullers Field and The Green

· Trim growth around base of trees outside King’s Head

· Trim lower branches of oaks on the Green

· Trim undergrowth between Sunnybank House and Milton Lodge on Lower End as necessary

· Relocate salt box in Fullers Field.
· Trim the undergrowth along Lychgate Lane

 

Jobs to quote before undertaking

· Cut back nettles and undergrowth on footpath between Green Hitchings and the top of the Rec Ground plus cutback hedge all along Rec Ground footpath at rear of Fullers Field houses

· Check and quote to clear all ditches at vulnerable points in and around village, especially

· Bottom of the Forties before Church Road junction

· Lower End at exit from village and up to sewage works
To be discussed and agreed at the next meeting. 

The meeting closed at 8.50pm.

The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council will be held on Monday 21st October 2013 starting at 7:30pm in the Pavilion.
Signed: 


