Great Milton Parish Council

www.greatmilton.org.uk
c/o Joanna Botha, 01844 338150, clerk@greatmilton.org.uk
7 Kings Close, Worminghall, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 9JW


Minutes of the Meeting of Great Milton Parish Council held on Monday 20th June 2011 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.
Present:

Cllrs. Peter Fewell (Vice Chair), Doug Colley, and Christine Pepperell. Peter Fewell chaired the meeting. Stephen Harrod (Chair) arrived later from another meeting. 
In Attendance:
Joanna Botha (Clerk)

Four members of the public
62/11
Apologies for Absence
Action:
Ian Bradley was away, Stephen Harrod (SH) and David Turner were both attending a Scrutiny Meeting (SH arrived later). PCSO Ken Cooney also sent apologies. He had hoped to attend the meeting regarding item 68/11.
63/11
Register of Interests for this Meeting


Peter Fewell (PF) and Doug Colley (DC) each declared a personal interest in item 67/11C due to living in the vicinity of the property. 
64/11
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

It was resolved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, held Monday 16th May 2011, as a true and accurate record. 
65/11
Matters to Report
A report was read out on behalf of PCSO Ken Cooney detailing recent criminal activity and calls to local police. The Clerk explained that the police have changed the way they consult locally and aim to attend Parish Council meetings regularly in future.
· PF and SH had attended a site meeting with residents at the area of village green by Ardfield. An alternative to wooden posts was proposed which would involve changing the sweep of the existing drive so that it leads straight down to a drop-down kerb just before the start of the one-way. The old drive would be re-turfed with what is taken from the new drive which would be topped with gravel. This idea will be formulated into a proposal for a future meeting.
PF/SH
· The fallen village turn-off signs have been repaired at the Church Road turn but not at Thame Road. This will be followed up with Highways.
JB/DT
· There are now four on the waiting list for allotments. The PC has been asked to bear this in mind when considering extensions to leases on the land.
· Southern Electric has now repaired the damaged verge on Thame Road.

· A coach has again been parking overnight on the Thame Road. The Clerk has written to Bakers Coaches but not yet received a reply.

· There has been no progress since the last meeting on improving Pegswell Lane.
JB
· Christine Pepperell had responded to the 275 Bus Service Review with comments collected from Milton Common residents. 
66/11
Correspondence
· An Oxfordshire Library Service Consultation will run until 30th September 2011. Details will be posted in The Bulletin.

· A meeting on Monday 27th June at Wheatley Youth Centre will look at sustaining youth provision in Wheatley for young people from the surrounding area.

· A request for support for a proposed amendment to planning policy had been received from Local Works, an organisation promoting the Sustainable Communities Act. The PC did not feel sufficiently informed to comment on this occasion.

· The Oxfordshire Local Transport Plan has been adopted and published. Details to be posted in The Bulletin.

· A consultation on free bus passes (Concessionary Travel Scheme) will run until 10th July 2011. Full details in The Bulletin.
67/11
Planning Applications
A

Great Milton Parish Council considered that the following planning application should be APPROVED by SODC:
Le Manoir Aux Quat’Saisons, Church Road, Great Milton, OX44 7PD. P11/W0633 and P11W0634/LB (Listed Building Consent). Erection of two porches to two guest suites.

Great Milton Parish Council considered that the following planning application should be REFUSED by SODC:
Land East of Crowthorne Kennels Milton Common (In the parish of Great Milton), OX9 2JX. P11/W0622/RET (Retrospective). Erection of a fence and gates up to 2.4 m high and three storage buildings.
B
The following Planning Decisions from SODC were reviewed:
Kings Head House, High Street, Great Milton, OX44 7NF. P11/W0322 & P11/W0323/LB. Erection of a rear extension to existing utility room. (Granted)

The Oxford Belfry Hotel Milton Common (In the parish of Tiddington with Albury) OX9 2JW. P11/W0510/EX. Extension of time to implement planning permission P07/W1416. Construction of new two storey staff accommodation building and storage buildings to replace existing. (Granted)

Westlands, Lower End, Great Milton, OX44 7NJ. P11/W0565. Repositioning and amendments to building approved under application ref P10/W1382 - demolition of existing garage and replacement with new garage and garden room). (Granted)

The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Great Milton, OX44 7NJ. P11/W0590/RET. Replacement of existing roof material with 'Athy Ecoslate', insertion of roof light and creation of two doors to allow access to the sport changing rooms from outside (amendment to planning permission P10/W1124 for the roof light addition). (Granted)

Land East Crowthorne Kennels, Milton Common, OX9 2JX. P11/W0621/RET. Use for the storage of various items in connection with a vehicle recovery contractors business. (Refused)
C
Development of Agricultural Buildings at Oxen Field
Residents had raised concerns about the volume of electrical points and cabling being installed at this property which they felt to be at odds with an agricultural development. The property owner, Mr Hutton, had written to clarify that this is gas to supply hot water to the stable block and a BT connection, for an intruder alarm system. He attended the meeting on the PC’s invitation and provided further reassurance to residents that the construction is within the consent given. It was also noted that the development so far is only about one third of what is due to be constructed and that some of the blocks’ uses have been switched temporarily because the old stables need to be knocked down before completing the new ones, but long-term it will be in accordance with the plans. An enforcement investigation is being carried out by South Oxfordshire District Council.
68/11
Reports of Anti-Social Behaviour

A resident from Green Hitchings attended the meeting to explain the background to the recent reports of anti-social behaviour and requests for police patrols in the Green Hitchings/Chilworth Lane area. The situation was described as having gradually changed over the past year from a small group of noisy teenagers with whom residents could have a polite conversation and ask to quieten down, to close to twenty 10-18 year olds congregating outside one property, playing football constantly, revving engines, racing mopeds up and down the road with younger children on board and responding aggressively when spoken to. The situation has further worsened with the lighter evenings and some of the group having recently left school. Incidents have become more personal in nature and more aggressive.
The resident said they feel they can no longer communicate with the young people and the parents they have spoken to either ‘don’t recognise the problem’ or say they cannot control it. The quality of life for residents in the area has been negatively impacted. Residents are reluctant to make life more difficult for the young people, recognising that they face their own challenges and problems, but have now involved the police and South Oxfordshire Housing Association and are doing so more regularly and are also talking to local youth services.
The resident also said that there seems to be a culture of silence within the area, with other people not reporting the problem, despite having property damaged. It was felt that the village as a whole should take more responsibility.

The Parish Council said it would support the residents. The Bulletin will be used to make people aware of the situation and provide phone numbers that people can call for support. The Clerk will liaise with County Councillor David Turner about social and youth services. SH offered to join the resident at a planned meeting with SOHA and the police. Mr Hutton offered to provide employment for the young school leavers if their names can be obtained.

JB/DT/SH







69/11
Overgrown Tree on Common Land

An overgrown Silver Birch on common land between the school and the shop is causing problems with overhead wires and in high winds. The Clerk will check whether there is a tree preservation order. The matter will be reported to Southern Electric in the first instance.
JB










70/11
Quality of Verge Cutting

The latest cut in the village ‘scalped’ the verges because a temporary mower had to be used. It was agreed to ask the contractor to set the blade higher in future. The condition of the grass will be reviewed in a couple of months.

JB
71/11
Bulletin Production

It was agreed that Mike Philpott will provide desk top publishing on a freelance basis for The Bulletin under Editor David Undery’s supervision and be paid at a rate of £50.00 per issue. The Clerk will now manage the booking and billing for advertising and be paid overtime to do so. Promotion of advertising space within The Bulletin will be carried out by volunteers when these can be found. 


72/11
Vacancies on the Parish Council


No expressions of interest have been received. The district council has advised that the Parish Council may continue with only five councillors if it is able to fully function. It was agreed to co-opt two additional councillors urgently to share planning consultations and to ensure meetings are quorate. 
73/11
Forthcoming training and events


Forthcoming conference and training opportunities were reviewed. It was agreed to encourage those co-opted to attend the Better Councillor course in October.
74/11
Financial Resolutions
A
The following cheques were authorised for payment: 


Joanna Botha. Salary. £322.18


Joanna Botha. May Bulletin. £69.98 (8 hours x £8.747)


Joanna Botha. Expenses. £96.82

Jonathan Dudley. May and June Bulletins. £586.08

Countrywide Grounds Maintenance. Rec Cuts – 12th, 20th, 27th May. £270.00

Berinsfield Community Business. 10th May - £234.00 & 12th, 25th April - £468.00

CPRE. Subscription. £29.00

Whiteleaf Printers Ltd. £365.00

A Countrywide Grounds Maintenance invoice for £360.00 for 11th, 18th, 21st and 28th April will be queried. The date in question is 18th.


An invoice from Jonathan Dudley for £60 for the Parish Plan Questionnaire was presented by the Clerk for signing having been omitted the previous month.






JB
B
The VAT reclaim for £1666.43 for the financial year ending March 31st 2011 was reviewed.
C
Sections 1 & 2 of the Annual Return for the year-ending March 31st 2011 were reviewed, approved and signed.
75/11
Any Other Business
· The Old Field Committee had confirmed to the Clerk that its PC Representatives are
Hazel Hand and Niki Patrick and that it will not be participating in the Queen Elizabeth

II Fields Challenge.
· The Clerk informed the PC that she had identified a batch of Minutes from 1972 to
2001 unaccounted for in the PC files. It is thought these are amongst 14 boxes of files returned recently to the PC from storage at the home of former Vice Chairman Simon

Alden and now stored at the home of SH.
The meeting closed at 9.25pm.

The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council will be Monday July 18th 2011 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.


Signed:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________


Date:      ________________________________________
