Great Milton Parish Council

www.greatmilton.org.uk
c/o Joanna Botha, 01844 338150, clerk@greatmilton.org.uk
7 Kings Close, Worminghall, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 9JW


Minutes of the Meeting of Great Milton Parish Council held on Monday 18th July 2011 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.
Present:

Cllrs. Peter Fewell (Vice Chair), Ian Bradley, Doug Colley and Christine Pepperell. Peter Fewell chaired the meeting. Stephen Harrod (Chair) arrived later from another meeting. 
In Attendance:
Joanna Botha (Clerk)

David Turner (County Councillor)


One member of the public
76/11
Apologies for Absence

Stephen Harrod (SH) was attending a Planning Committee meeting but arrived later. 
77/11
Register of Interests for this Meeting


None
78/11
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

It was resolved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, held Monday 20th June 2011, as a true and accurate record. 
79/11
Matters to Report
· David Turner (DT) reported that the second village turn-off sign on the A329 is to be replaced within two weeks. 

· DT reported on his discussions with the Youth Officer based at Wheatley Park School who will liaise with the residents at Green Hitchings regarding the recent anti-social behaviour. The Clerk added that a further complaint had been received from residents at Oxen Piece. The police are actively patrolling this area but have not witnessed anti-social behaviour. SH had attended a meeting with SOHA and residents.
· DT reported that the County Fire & Rescue Service had received an award for excellence in customer service and have also made a plea for road users to take extra care following a spate of road traffic accidents where passengers have had to be cut from vehicles and others have died.
· DT reported that Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) has been awarded £5 million in central government funding for transport projects including an additional 500 spaces at Thornhill Park & Ride which has received planning permission.

· DT enquired what the outcome had been of John Backley’s (Technical Manager, South Oxfordshire District Council) investigation last year into the pond behind Oxen Piece and the modifications requested. There had been no confirmation of the outcome. DT will make enquiries. 
80/11
Correspondence
· The Public Transport Team had been in touch regarding Section 106 funds available to

improve the infrastructure connected with the bus service in the vicinity of Potts Close. A bus shelter or a stop on the opposite side of the road had been proposed. It was resolved that the Clerk design a brief consultation to be distributed amongst residents.
· OCC had sent correspondence regarding Community Emergency Plans and preparedness for winter. It was agreed to complete the basic form about emergency contact information and survivor reception centres.
· OCC has been the first local authority to launch the Armed Forces Community Covenant. Parishes are encouraged to pledge support.
· OCC is running a consultation on the way it funds Oxfordshire Rural Communities

Council (ORCC) and Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary Action (OCVA) – details to go in The Bulletin. 

· OCC is running a Car Parking Consultation, details to go in The Bulletin.
81/11
Planning Applications

There were no planning applications to consider.
A
The following Planning Decisions from SODC were reviewed:
Le Manoir Aux Quat’Saisons, Church Road, Great Milton, OX44 7PD. P11/W0633 and P11W0634/LB (Listed Building Consent). Erection of two porches to two guest suites. (Granted following some amendments to the design).

B
There were no further updates on outstanding planning matters.
C

The Addendum of Changes to the South Oxfordshire Submission Core Strategy were 

reviewed. It was noted that there will be no direct impact on Great Milton so no comments will be made.
82/11
Improvements to the Green by Ardfield
The Clerk had circulated background information about dropped kerbs and the conditions to be met before Highways will give permission. A sketch must be provided and £60 fee paid to apply for the licence. It was resolved to pay this fee. Peter Fewell (PF) will provide a sketch and liaise with the neighbours. A formal proposal of the planned works is required before the PC can make further decisions. 









83/11
Overgrown Tree on Common Land

The tree is in the Conservation Area but there is no Tree Preservation Order. Scottish and Southern Energy has confirmed that they no longer carry out tree works but will turn off the electricity supply with four weeks’ notice. The Arboricultural Officer at OCC has provided a list of contractors and advice. The district council will require notice of the planned works. It was resolved to obtain quotes and to go ahead with expenditure up to £300 as there is no August meeting.











84/11
Responses to the Parish Plan Questionnaire

Clare Blakeway-Phillips attended the meeting to report on the results of the Parish Plan questionnaire and discuss the next steps. The Steering Group is pleased with the level of response and the mix of respondents. A summary is being written for The Bulletin. The main results will be made public via the web site. More detailed comments from individuals will go to the relevant groups or stakeholders only. Each set of results has been assigned to a group or stakeholder in the parish or to people who volunteered to take ideas forward. They had been asked to consider the items and suggestions and provide a response or action plan by October. The Steering Group is willing to coordinate this. There will be a meeting in November to share the results. The final plan will become a mandate for action and fundraising.
85/11
Change to the Great Milton Parish Council Standing Orders

It was resolved to make a permanent change to the schedule of GMPC meetings from the second Monday of the month to the third Monday and to amend the Standing Orders accordingly.


86/11
Financial Resolutions
A
The following cheques were authorised for payment:


Joanna Botha. Salary. £322.18 (June).

Joanna Botha. Salary. £322.18 (Jul). Post-dated to 1st August 2011.


Joanna Botha. Salary. £322.18 (Aug). Post-dated to 1st September 2011.

Joanna Botha. June Bulletin. £69.98 (8 hours x £8.747)


Jonathan Dudley. July Bulletin. £255.84


Julia Brimacombe. Typing up Parish Plan comments. £57.75

Countrywide Grounds Maintenance. Recreation Ground Cuts. 11th, 21st and 28th April (£270.00). 9th and 30th June (£180.00). £450.00 

A credit note of £90.00 had been received from Countrywide Grounds Maintenance for the April cuts which had originally charged for an additional cut on 18th April. This was queried by the Clerk and confirmed to be an error.


It was resolved not to renew the PC’s Open Spaces Society membership at £40.00. This membership was originally taken out in order to seek advice about village greens.

It was noted that the Clerk’s salary is currently being paid in arrears, with an average wait of three weeks from the end of the month. It was agreed to aim to rectify this whilst avoiding going over the NI limit for an individual month. 

B
A quarterly bank reconciliation and analysis of actual receipts/payments versus budget was reviewed and approved.

C
The internal auditor’s final report for the year-ending March 31st 2011 was reviewed and approved. An action list will be drawn up from his recommendations as per the previous year.

D

The paperwork prepared for the Annual Return for the year-ending March 31st 2011 was reviewed and approved. This will be posted in time for the 22nd July deadline.
87/11

Any Other Business
· A car has been parked long-term on the Recreation Ground. Andy Noble is aware.
· The verge grass-cutting contract is due to be renewed for next season. The clerk

proposed that the usual specification is reviewed. This will be on a future Agenda.
· It was proposed that an additional waste bin be requested at the top of Chilworth Lane to the side of no.6 Green Hitchings. The Clerk will liaise with SODC.

· Fleur Enser is no longer able to deliver The Bulletin. The Clerk will advertise for a volunteer.

The meeting closed at 10pm.

The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council will be Monday September 19th 2011 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.


Signed:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________


Date:      ________________________________________
