Great Milton Parish Council

www.greatmilton.org.uk
c/o Joanna Botha, 01844 338150, clerk@greatmilton.org.uk
7 Kings Close, Worminghall, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 9JW


Minutes of the Meeting of Great Milton Parish Council held on Monday 21st November 2011 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.
Present:

Cllrs. Stephen Harrod (Chair and District Councillor), Peter Fewell (Vice Chair), Ian Bradley, Doug Colley and Christine Pepperell. 
In Attendance:
Joanna Botha (Clerk)

Jenny Stoker (Manager of the Maple Tree Children’s Centre)


Four members of the public
114/11
Apologies for Absence


David Turner (County Councillor) was not available
115/11
Register of Interests for this Meeting


Stephen Harrod had attended a dinner and dance at Le Manoir Aux Quat’Saisons as the guest of Raymond Blanc which he has declared on the register of interests.
116/11
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

It was resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Monday 17th October 2011 as a true and accurate record. 
117/11
Matters to Report

Maple Tree Children’s Centre Update

Jenny Stoker attended the meeting to provide an update on the Children’s Centre which is now fully accredited and serving approximately 40 children a week. The centre is now delivering targeted support such as paediatric first aid, post-natal events and parenting skills courses which are highly valued and popular. Two outreach workers are now employed. Premises have been secured in Wheatley along with funds for refurbishment. This centre will also house a local youth service. Services and sessions will continue to run in surrounding villages.


Neighbourhood Policing
Four crimes reported. Theft from motor vehicles included wheel trims being stolen (The Green), front grille and washer jets (Thame Road), two vehicles broken into (Lower End and Oxen Piece) with tools and fishing equipment stolen. No reports of anti-social behaviour.
Clerk’s Progress Report

· BT has registered the fault with the payphone light and has made the necessary work order.

· The district council waste team has not responded to requests for an additional litter bin near


Green Hitchings/Chilworth Lane. This will be followed up.

The District Councillor and County Councillor provided the meeting with reports. These will be published in The Bulletin. 

118/11
Correspondence and Public Discussion
A
St. John Ambulance, Oxfordshire Association for the Blind and Oxfordshire Carers Forum had all written to thank the PC for recent donations.

B
A donation request was received from the M40 Chilterns Environmental Group, an issue of particular interest to residents living in the Milton Common ward of Great Milton Parish. It was resolved that the PC, in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should donate £30; this expenditure being in the opinion of the PC, in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and benefitting them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.
119/11
Planning Applications
A
Great Milton Parish Council considered that the following planning application should be APPROVED by SODC:

Le Manoir aux Quat Saisons, Church Road, Great Milton, OX44 7PD. P11/W1716/AG


(Agricultural Notification). Proposed polytunnels.
B
Great Milton Parish Council considered that the following planning application should be REFUSED by SODC:

Milton Lodge, Lower End, Great Milton, OX44 7NJ. P11/W1515 and P11/W1516/LB. Demolish modern kitchen extension, construct new extension in traditional materials with first floor gable ended extension under tiled roof. Open up blocked window on west elevation. (Amendment to planning permission P10/W1260 and P10/W1261/LB to alter the dimensions of the approved rear extension).
C
The following Planning Decisions from SODC were reviewed:

Plum Tree Cottage, Thame Road, Great Milton, OX44 7NU. P11/W1465. Alterations to

garage. Demolish left hand wall and widen garage. Remove existing asbestos sheet roof

and install new roof structure and tiled/felt roof. Replace existing concrete drive with

gravel, including removing side shrub wall. (Granted)
Le Manoir Aux'Quat Saisons, Church Road, Great Milton, OX44 7PD. P11/W1105 & P11/W1106/LB (Listed Building Consent). Erection of extension to Belle Epoque function suite. (Granted)
Land East of Crowthorne Kennels Milton Common (In the parish of Great Milton), OX9 2JX. P11/W0622/RET (Retrospective). Erection of a fence and gates up to 2.4 m high and three storage buildings. Amendment to site plan 26th August 2011. (Refused)
120/11
Facilities for Young People in Great Milton
Jane Wilks (JW) updated the meeting. David Bates from Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary Association (OCVA) will advise on funding. Oxfordshire Association for Young People (OAYP), which offers specific advice and support for groups setting up youth clubs, has yet to respond. There was a brief discussion about the right venue for a youth club. The Pavilion has potential, particularly due to its location, but storage for equipment must be considered. JW will look at the costs of resources and rental to assist the PC in budgeting financial support for a youth facility.





121/11
Winter Preparedness
Stephen Harrod (SH) briefed the meeting on the Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) Snow Day. The free one tonne bag of salt is marine salt, supplied with a draw string cover and will not solidify. Mr Hutton has kindly offered to store this, along with equipment. It was resolved, in accordance with the PC’s powers under the Highways Act 1980, to purchase two grit bins for Lower End and Thame Road by Oxen Piece. Expenditure for this was agreed up to £500 exclusive of VAT. It was also resolved to spend £320 on a grit/salt broadcast spreader and up to £20 on a snow spade also exclusive of VAT. The Clerk will write to local farmers to ask if they would be able to assist in the case of winter emergencies.
It was resolved, in accordance with Financial Regulation 3.2, that any overspend on the Handyman & Materials (Village Maintenance) budget heading for the above expenditure be transferred from the unspent monies in the Recreation Ground Maintenance budget heading as required.




122/11
Village Maintenance Contracts
A

The current schedule for verge grass cutting was studied. It was resolved to maintain the existing schedule despite many Parish Plan respondents expressing a willingness to maintain their own frontage. It was felt that to remove certain properties from the schedule could be confusing and deliver a patchy-looking outcome. The Clerk will seek quotations.
B
The current village maintenance arrangements were reviewed and it was agreed that these have been ineffective. It was resolved that the Clerk will seek quotations from a larger number of regular suppliers for grounds maintenance work such as repairs to verges and hedge-trimming and for smaller items use local handyman Dave Pullen who has provided a quote of £20 per hour and is suitably insured.
C
The Clerk had circulated correspondence about the Silver Birch outside Old Cottage from the resident and from the Tree Officers at SODC and OCC who have both confirmed that the PC has fulfilled its duty of care by having a qualified tree surgeon make recommendations on the tree. It was agreed that the PC has fulfilled its obligations and it was resolved to maintain the decision to use Jenks to carry out works on the tree to remove branches interfering with power lines and lift the canopy clear of the Green and the road. It was also resolved to commission a regular visual assessment of all trees on Parish Council land from a qualified tree surgeon. The Clerk will obtain quotations.

123/11
Great Milton Bus Stops and Shelters
A
The transport team at OCC had written with details of Section 106 funds restricted for use in Great Milton on the public transport infrastructure in the vicinity of Potts Close. The responses to a subsequent consultation of nearby residents were reviewed.  It was resolved not to pursue these funds as the majority of respondents did not want a shelter at Potts Close or an additional stop opposite. Neither was there sufficient interest in a shelter on the Green near to Pegswell Lane.
B
Tiddington & Albury Parish Council had requested that Great Milton look at replacing the bus shelter on the London Road opposite Sandy Lane which is sited within Great Milton Parish. The Clerk had confirmed that OCC could provide match-funding for an improved shelter (with seating) up to £2500, leaving the PC to contribute in the region of £3,000 to cover purchase, delivery and installation, plus on-going maintenance costs. It was resolved not to apply for funding or to provide an improved shelter for the reasons that Tiddington & Albury PC had funded the existing shelter with OCC, users of the shelter are resident in that parish and a brief observational survey showed that the numbers using the shelter are low. SH will report back to Tiddington & Albury PC and provide details of the grant available.
C
The transport team at OCC has indicated that it will be possible to add a stop on Windmill Hill and will arrange a site meeting. Charles Peers will attend this meeting to offer advice on the most suitable locations. 
124/11
Financial Resolutions
A
The following cheques were authorised for payment:

Joanna Botha. Salary for November. £322.18.


Joanna Botha. Overtime managing Bulletin ads. £26.24 (3 hours x £8.747)


Jonathan Dudley. Bulletin layout, production and questionnaires. £326.42

SODC. Dog bin emptying. £34.98



The Royal British Legion. Memorial Bell donation. £50.00


Berinsfield Community Business. Verge cut November. £234.00

The invoice from Jonathan Dudley was not available for signing. This will be presented at the next meeting.
B
Christine Pepperell had reviewed the effectiveness of the internal audit and circulated an overview in advance of the meeting. It was resolved to approve and accept this review.
C
The Clerk circulated the Annual Return for the Year Ending 31st March 2011 and the Issues Arising Report from the external auditors (BDO). This stated that one matter had come to the auditor’s attention – the Restatement of Fixed Assets due to the creation of the Fixed Asset Register. No further action is required. Therefore it was resolved that the Annual Return for the Year Ending 31st March 2011 be approved.
D
The precept for 2012-13 was discussed and the first draft budget reviewed. It was resolved that the Clerk will make amendments and circulate for discussion by email so that a final draft may be presented for approval at the December meeting.

125/11

Any Other Business
· A dog bin is needed on Grove Lane footpath. This will go on next month’s agenda.

· The Clerk was asked to make enquiries to Thames Valley Probation about assistance with clearing the Church Road pavement and the ditch at Oxen Piece. 



The meeting closed at 9.50pm.

The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council will be Monday December 19th 2011 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.


Signed:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________
