Great Milton Parish Council

www.greatmilton.org.uk
c/o Joanna Botha, 01844 338150, clerk@greatmilton.org.uk
7 Kings Close, Worminghall, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 9JW


Minutes of the Great Milton Parish Council meeting held on Monday 14th March 2011 

at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.
Present:

Cllrs. Stephen Harrod (Chair), Phil Ashworth, Ian Bradley, Doug Colley, Peter Fewell and Christine Pepperell.

In Attendance:
Joanna Botha (Clerk)

Raymond Blanc & Anne Marie Owens (Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons)

One member of the public was present
23/11
Apologies for Absence
Action:
Ken Rogers (Vice Chair) and David Turner (County Councillor) were away.
John Nowell-Smith (District Councillor) was unwell.
24/11
Register of Interests for this Meeting


None. 
25/11
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held Monday 14th February 2011, were confirmed as a true and accurate record. This was proposed Phil Ashworth (PA), seconded by Doug Colley (DC) and agreed upon unanimously.  
26/11
Matters to Report
· The Parish Plan questionnaire is being reviewed by external advisers.

· Two alternative parking locations have been proposed to the Mobile Library team. These are being considered and the team will report back in due course.

· MH-P had informed the Clerk that it is not possible to upgrade the web site to Price Plan S until Live News is installed on the home page at a cost of £105. It will be upgraded to the lower cost Plan K. The additional costs must be agreed at a future meeting.
· SODC will drop off litter picking equipment at an address in Great Milton, avoiding the cost of collection. April 2nd is a popular date, so only 10-15 picks will be available.

· The Clerk has reported to BT that the light bulb in the payphone needs replacing.

· The grant application to OSCF for Pegswell Lane was not successful. Further applications are planned.
· The report following the Subsidised Bus Service Review will be made available to County Councillors in advance of the County Council Transport Meeting on 24th March.

27/11
Correspondence and Public Discussion

Orchard Development at Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons


Raymond Blanc (RB) and Head Gardener, Anne Marie Owens addressed the meeting. They explained that two 90 year old pine trees with Tree Preservation Orders were mistakenly cut down in the field adjacent to Le Manoir. They apologised and explained that the team had not worked closely enough with the tree surgeon and the district council, as would normally have been the case. More pine trees will be planted in better formations, along with oak and the planned fruit trees.

Councillors had previously met with Director Philip Newman-Hall to discuss the plans for the orchard and had sought reassurances that the tree-felling was permitted. They were told categorically that this was not required as it was agricultural land. This was what the team at Le Manoir had believed to be the case.


RB went on to describe the vision for the development which includes plans for a culinary orchard, vegetable planting to supply the restaurant, two bee villages, organic and free range chickens with handcrafted hen houses, a 75m deep borehole to enable the business to access its own supply of water without interfering with local supply and a bottling plant for juices and water. A drainage system is currently being put in on the site along with a dam system in the ditches to ensure excess water is channelled away from the village. A 1.5m deer fence is planned and a new high kissing-gate. Footpath access will run between the orchard and the fence for guests and the public. The old kissing-gate may be available for use elsewhere in the village if needed.

Correspondence

· Councillors were reminded about the consultations ‘Meeting Everyone’s Needs’ and the ‘Revised Household Waste Recycling Centre Strategy for Oxfordshire’.

· The Clerk advised the meeting that the PC will become a member of the centrally funded Public Sector Mapping Agreement (PMSA) which comes into effect on April 1st in order to be licensed for Ordnance Survey mapping in future.

28/11
Planning Applications
A

Great Milton Parish Council considered that the following planning applications should be APPROVED by SODC:
The Old Stores, The Green, Great Milton, OX44 7NT. P11/W0178. Removal of existing greenhouse and garden shed. Erection of replacement greenhouse.

Milton Common Outstation, Three Pigeons Motorway Compound, Milton Common (in the Parish of Great Milton), OX9 2JN. P10/W1624/RET. Replacement of original temporary planning permission for the outstation at Milton Common (ref: P05/W0951) with a permanent consent to support Highways Agency eastern traffic operations.
The Bull, The Green, Great Milton, OX44 7NS. P11/W0259/LB (Listed Building Consent). Proposed internal precautions work.
Great Milton Parish Council considered that the following planning application should be REJECTED by SODC:
Lantern Service Station, London Road, Milton Common (in the Parish of Great Milton), OX9 2JL. P11/W0091. Erection of 1.8m high green pallisade fence on frontage at gates.
B
The following Planning Consultations were reviewed:
Harrington Farm, Great Milton, OX44 7JE. P11/W0241/AG (agricultural notification). Building for cattle housing and handling yard.

This consultation had been approved by the Parish Council in advance of the meeting to meet with the Planning Officer’s deadlines and because the agricultural notification procedures are outside the normal planning process.

Notification of Enforcement Appeal: Lantern Service Station, London Road, Milton Common, OX9 2JL. P11/W0288/DA. Alleged breach: Change of use from Service Station to Car Sales. Appeal reference number: APP/Q3115/C/11/2147832.

After discussion, PA proposed that Christine Pepperell (CP) circulate a draft letter of GMPC’s views on this enforcement appeal by email for agreement and send it to the public enquiry by the 8th April deadline. This was seconded by Peter Fewell (PF) and agreed upon unanimously. 
C
There were no Planning Decisions received this month.
D
Residents’ concerns regarding the development of agricultural buildings at Oxen Field, Thame Road, Great Milton (P06/W0135) were discussed. It was agreed that there is nothing outside of the planning permission granted so no action is necessary.
29/11
Removal of White Lines in the Road


Peter Ronald, a traffic engineer with Highways, suggested the removal of the white lines within the village as a traffic calming measure at the time of last year’s speed survey. Ian Bradley (IB) proposed that the PC requests this action go ahead, this was seconded by DC and agreed upon unanimously. The Clerk will also remind Highways of the promised changes to the lines in the road by the junction of Church Road and the A329.
 JB
30/11
Repositioning of Overhead Electric Cables

Funding is available for removing overhead cables and replacing them underground as they are considered to be an eyesore and a potential public health issue. It was agreed that the Clerk should proceed with asking SODC to assess the cables in the Parish.
JB
31/11
Royal Wedding

A member of the public proposed that the village hold a street party on the day of the Royal Wedding. It was agreed that this should be led by Janet Smith with as much support as possible from the PC. The Clerk will liaise with SODC about the road closure, tables and chairs are to be borrowed from the Neighbours Hall, The Bull is to be asked to get involved, everyone to bring food contributions.
JB/SH/PF
32/11
Financial Resolutions
A
The following cheques were authorised for payment: 

Joanna Botha. Salary. £314.74


Joanna Botha. Expenses, £52.27



Manuel Stone. March Bulletin. £50.00


Jonathan Dudley. February & March Bulletins. £511.68



Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils. Subscription. £133.07

Gillett & Johnson. Church Clock Servicing. £188.40


Parochial Church Council. Grass Cutting Grant. £500


BT Plc. Sponsor a Kiosk. £360. (The Clerk will approach Graham Orriss about possible sponsorship of the Payphone.)







JB
B
Arrangements for PAYE for council staff

New arrangements for the payment of PAYE for Parish Clerks have been announced by HMRC. Currently GMPC’s Clerk does not need to be registered as her earnings are under the tax threshold. Completing a P46 for the new tax year will be satisfactory. The situation must be monitored and may need to change if the Clerk takes additional employment.
JB/CP










C
Fuel Reimbursements for Three Villages Hospital Car Scheme


Raymond Fergusson, Clerk at Little Milton, had proposed by email an increase in fuel reimbursements to volunteers for the hospital car scheme to around 40p per mile. The cost of a return hospital journey would be £8, to be shared between the patient and the PC. This would mean a rise of £1 for the PC’s share to £3 per hospital journey. Surgery trips remain the same at £1 for the PC’s share. It was resolved to agree to the rise. This was proposed by IB, seconded by PA and agreed upon unanimously.
33/11
Grass Cutting Contract – Recreation Ground


Andrew Noble was present for this discussion to provide advice. Quotations had been sought jointly with Little Milton and Great Haseley Parish Councils from Countrywide, Berinsfield, Continental Landscapes and Scion. The contractors had each provided several quotes, incorporating economies of scale should they be contracted by more than one Parish Council. Little Milton and Great Haseley had already held their meetings and had decided to retain the services of their incumbent contractors, Berinsfield and Scion respectively. It was resolved that GMPC also retain its incumbent contractor, Countrywide, which offers good value and a high standard of service. This was proposed by IB, seconded by DC and agreed upon unanimously.
JB/AN
34/11
Any Other Business
· Church Road is in a poor state. The Clerk will report this to Highways.
JB
· There were no additional agenda items for the forthcoming Annual Parish Meeting.

· The Clerk asked that Councillors’ nomination papers for the Parish Council election be ready for her to collect on Thursday 31st March so that she can take them to the district Council by Monday 4th April. She will send out electoral roll numbers by e-mail.
JB
· There is a waiting list of four for the allotments. Plots that were not cultivated last year will be passed to new tenants.
· The hedge at Oxen Piece needs cutting back. The Clerk will ask Graeme Kimber to tend to this.
JB
· The verges by 14 Thame Road are being damaged. The Clerk will write a letter.
JB
The meeting closed at 9.45pm.

The next Great Milton Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday April 11th 2011, starting at the earlier time of 7pm, followed by the Annual Parish Meeting at 8pm. Both meetings will be held in the Pavilion.


Signed:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________


Date:      ________________________________________
