Great Milton Parish Council

www.greatmilton.org.uk
c/o Helen Cherry, 01844 278707, clerk@greatmilton.org.uk

Minutes of the Meeting of Great Milton Parish Council held  Monday 15th April 2013 at 7.00pm in the Pavilion:
Present:

Cllrs. Stephen Harrod (Chair and District Councillor), Doug Colley and Christine Pepperell. 


In Attendance:

Helen Cherry (Clerk)




David Turner (County Councillor) 



1 member of the public
61/13
Apologies for Absence

Peter Fewell (Vice Chair), Bill Fox, Rosalind Hayman. 

62/13
Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests for this Meeting

None for this meeting.

63/13
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

It was resolved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 15 March 2013 as a true and accurate record.

64/13
Matters to Report

The District Councillor and County Councillor provided the meeting with updates from their respective councils to be published in The Bulletin.
There were no reports of crime for Great Milton.

65/13

Correspondence and Public Discussion
The Clerk circulated an email from Oxfordshire Area Ramblers and Oxford Fieldpaths Society who hope to promote the development of a network of parish path wardens. Details to be published in the Great Milton Bulletin.

Carina Martin (Web writer) agreed to provide a quote to host a new Great Milton web-site. 
66/13
Planning Applications
A
The Parish Council considered that the following applications should be APPROVED:
P13/S0693/FUL - Brook Bank Church Road Great Milton OX44 7PB - Erection of replacement dwelling and detached garage 
P12/S2054/FUL – Le Manoir aux Quat'Saisons Church Road Great Milton OX44 7PD - Erection of glasshouse for plant propagation. 
The Parish Council considered that this application should be refused:

B
There were no planning decisions received or any outstanding planning matters.

 
67/13
Registration of Recreation Ground and School land with the Land Registry Office.


It was noted that the request to register the Recreation Ground and School land with the Land Registry Office had been rejected. It was agreed that the clerk would investigate and re-apply.  
68/13
Financial Resolutions
A
The following cheques were authorised for payment:

Helen Cherry. Salary April. £287.55


HMRC Tax for Clerk. £64.80


Jonathan Dudley. Bulletin production - April. £348.40


BT Payphones. £360.00


Dog Bins - £90.09


Thames Water (Allotment) - £8.13
69/13 
Great Milton Bulletin


Unfortunately The Parish Council had not received any quotes for a colour cover for The Bulletin. 
70/13

Parish Council Annual Accounts and Bank Reconciliation
The Parish Council Annual Accounts and Bank Reconciliation were circulated and approved. Chrissie reported the following observations:

Receipts

Income for the 2012-2013 financial year amounted to £21,321.60, just over £2,000 more than budget.  This was mainly due to a large increase in advertising revenue from The Bulletin, resulting not only from a higher number of advertisers but also the diligence of the clerks in obtaining payment in a timely manner

Payments

Total expenditure was £17,086.61, with some £300 earmarked from reserves. In most areas, spending was within budget.  Notable exceptions were employment costs for the clerk, which were £805 higher than expected, and production costs of The Bulletin, which were £208 over budget.

One area that was considerably under budget was Village Maintenance, with an underspend of £430, almost a third of the budget allocated.  This was not for lack of work needed, rather for want of an available handyman, which has been addressed for the current year.  The Parish Council is responsible for maintaining the trees on land within its trusteeship.  

Reserves

The overall effect of an increase in projected income and underspend on payments is an increase in reserves of £4,535, taking the total to £16,844.  Of this, £3,000 is earmarked, leaving a general reserve of £13,844.  This is in line with the recommendation that 3-12 months’ average expenditure should be held for emergencies or unexpected events.  
71/13
Any Other Business
It was noted that a South Oxfordshire District Council are planning to undertake a Community Governance Review over the next twelve months.


The meeting closed at 7:40.

The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council will be held on Monday May 20th 2013 starting at 7:30pm and will be held in the Pavilion.

Signed:


Date:

