Great Milton Parish Council

www.greatmilton.org.uk
c/o Joanna Botha, 01844 338150, clerk@greatmilton.org.uk
7 Kings Close, Worminghall, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 9JW


Minutes of the Great Milton Parish Council meeting held on Monday 8th November 2010 

at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.
Present:

Cllrs. Stephen Harrod (Chair), Phil Ashworth, Ian Bradley, Doug Colley and Christine Pepperell.

In Attendance:
Joanna Botha (Clerk)

David Turner (County Councillor)




No members of the public were present

122/10
Apologies for Absence
Action:
Peter Fewell and Ken Rogers were both out of the country. John Nowell-Smith was unwell.
123/10
Register of Interests for this Meeting


None. 
124/10
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held Monday 11th October 2010 were confirmed as a true and accurate record. This was proposed by Phil Ashworth (PA) seconded by Doug Colley (DC) and agreed upon unanimously.  
125/10
Matters to Report
· Windmill Landscapes have quoted £30 for the work on Lychgate Lane.
JB
· The Clerk had approached potential sponsors for a colour cover for The Bulletin. 
JB
· Buses parking up at the bus stop by Wheatley Bridge Farm have been causing a visual obstruction. This has been reported and Highways are looking into it.
· The recent Parish Plan event had 26 attendees. Another meeting in the Fullers Field Common Room has been suggested. 
· BT Race to Infinity.  Some people have had difficulties typing their phone number onto the web site to vote for the Great Milton Exchange. Phone numbers must be entered with no spaces.

David Turner
· The Minerals and Waste strategy has been resolved. Locally the area between Stadhampton, Benson and Dorchester will NOT be included. Sites in West Oxford will be continued and expanded. However the former sites may be looked at again if the amounts extracted do not meet Government targets.

· The snow in December /January last year triggered national debate about whether you could shift snow outside your own home without risk of litigation if it caused an accident. Guidance has now been issued by the Government.
· The Bus Service Review meeting will be held in Thame on 10th November at 2.30pm. Stephen Harrod (SH) will be attending with Sally Lasson. The County Council is about to undergo severe exponential cuts so it is vital to defend what is most valued. The greatest impact is likely to be in service 104. Cases should be made strongly and in writing.
SH
· Concessionary fares. Administration of this is moving to the County Council which has decided to extend the statutory allowance to 9am from 9.30am.
· DT has chased up the repairs due to various potholes on behalf of the PC. The one by the last house in Thame Road is too far off the edge of the public highway to warrant maintenance by Highways. The hole on Chilworth Lane is still to be done, the pothole by the shop on the pavement is considered minor and will be done in priority order. Funds for highway maintenance are limited and unfortunately the situation will worsen. 

· The Core Strategy Review will be held Thursday 11th November. This will consider the number of house sites being allocated to local areas. Smaller villages will be brought in later in the strategy to see whether they want some of the housing. 

· Junction of Church Road / A329. The PC reported that the vegetation had been cut back as agreed but the agreed changes to the paintwork on the road, have not been done. DT reported that lots of Highways officers must reapply for their jobs. He will contact Malcolm Bowler but is not hopeful
DT
126/10
Correspondence and Public Discussion
The following items of correspondence were reviewed:
Letter of thanks from St. John Ambulance

Electoral Review of Oxfordshire

Consultation on Concessionary Fares Scheme 

Annual Report from M40 CEG including a donation request

Email from allotment initiative ‘Landshare’
A notification of the Parish Transport Representatives Meeting.

Reply from ASM Auto Recycling agreeing to ask transporter drivers to bypass the village.
127/10
Planning Applications
A
There were no Planning Applications to consider this month.
B
The following Planning Decisions from SODC were reviewed:

Permission has been GRANTED by SODC for Chilworth Farm, Great Milton, OX44 7JH. P10/W1066 & W/1067/LB (amended). First floor extension and alterations to listed building, to include new door and window openings (amended) and listed building consent for the same. 
Permission has been GRANTED by SODC for Chilworth House School, Wheatley, OX33 1JP. P10/W1159 (amended). Demolition of existing store buildings. Erection of replacement buildings as additional school accommodation in connection with special day school. Christine Pepperell spoke successfully in support of this application at the SODC Planning Committee.
Permission has been REFUSED by SODC for Lantern Service Station, Milton Common, OX9 2JL. P10/W0318. Proposed new LPG fuel facility for privately owned vehicles. A Milton Common resident spoke successfully at the SODC Planning Committee meeting against this application. 

C
Great Milton Parish Council retained its view that the following amended planning application should be APPROVED by South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) subject to the same conditions as previously stated:

Milton Lodge, Lower End, Great Milton, OX44 7NJ. P10/W1260 & P10/W1261/LB had been received. Demolish modern kitchen extension, construct new extension in traditional materials with first floor gable ended extension under tiled roof.
128/10
Recreation Ground Accessway and Making Good the Green

SH had attended a site meeting with the preferred contractor, Spadeoak. The resulting quotation for £5950 includes work to make good the Green adjacent and put in wooden posts or ‘Dragon’s teeth’ to protect the Green from vehicles. 
It was resolved to use the earmarked reserves, other future reserves and to add a sum to the budget for 2011-12 to pay for this work in accordance with the Council’s powers under the Public Health Act 1875, Public Health Acts Amendment Act 1890, Open Spaces Act 1906 and Local Government Act 1972 to provide recreation grounds, public walks, pleasure grounds and open spaces and to manage and control them. A grant will also be sought from South Oxfordshire District Council. This was proposed by Ian Bradley, seconded by PA and agreed upon unanimously. 
JB
129/10
Village Maintenance Tasks
A
A list of regular village maintenance tasks was reviewed. It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Graeme Kimber with this list and suggest he proposes a monthly retainer to undertake basic maintenance in addition to payments for extra tasks as they arise. The Clerk will ask Les Preston to assist in a handover. 
JB
130/10
Christmas Tree 

A tree has been offered by a resident. SH agreed to coordinate this task.
SH
132/10
Financial Resolutions
A
The following cheques were authorised for payment: 

Joanna Botha. Salary plus backdated salary rise. £359.20.

Joanna Botha. Expenses for previous two quarters. £87.20

Neighbours Hall Committee. Parish Plan Meeting. £20.00


Mike Henson Presentations. Planning Archive. £41.13


Manuel Stone. November Bulletin. £50.00


Jonathan Dudley. November Bulletin. £268.80

Countrywide. Rec cut 13th & 27th Oct. £176.25

B
The reply from Berinsfield Community Business regarding the level of service received was reviewed and the following payments were authorised:


Berinsfield Community Business. Verge Grass Cutting (August). £229.13

Berinsfield Community Business. Verge Grass Cutting (Sept). £152.75 (33% reduction)

C
The Action Plan drawn up from the Internal and External Auditor’s recommendations was reviewed. The outstanding payment from BT for Wayleaves has now been received.
D
Christine Pepperell circulated her Review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit in advance of the meeting. She reported that she was satisfied that the Internal Audit delivered reliable assurance on the council’s internal controls and management of risk and was suitably independent from the PC’s financial decisions and controls . It was proposed by PA that the Review be accepted and approved. This was seconded by DC and agreed upon unanimously. The Clerk will go ahead and arrange the next internal audit. 
JB
E
The precept for 2011-12 was discussed and the draft budget for 2011-12 reviewed. It was agreed to aim for a precept increased by the rate of inflation from £12,980 to £13,590 to cover the increased costs of Village Maintenance and the cost of the Recreation Ground Access Way. The Clerk will redraft the budget and circulate between meetings so that a final draft can be approved in December. 
JB
133/10
Any Other Business

Ideas were put forward and discussed about some options for parking in the Village. These included access ways across the Green being gravelled and ‘no parking’ enforcements withdrawn, cutting into the Greens and creating diagonal parking along the High Street or encouraging those who have private driveways to use them more regularly. It is hoped that the Parish Plan will provide a mandate for action regarding the problem of parking and the protection of the Greens. 
The meeting closed at 9.26pm.

The next Great Milton Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 13th December 2010 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.


Signed:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________


Date:      ________________________________________
