Great Milton Parish Council
Parish Clerk: Mr C Ashworth
Email: contact@clerkgreatmilton.co.uk
Website: www.great-milton.co.uk


Minutes of the Great Milton Parish Council meeting held at The Pavilion on Monday, 20th November 2023 at 7:30 pm.
Present: Cllrs S Harrod (Chair), B Fox (Vice-chair), D Harms, M Horsley, S MacMahon, Cllr Illingworth and Cllr G Heritage (SODC)
In Attendance: Chris Ashworth (Clerk) and 3 members of the public. 

122/23	Apologies for absence
	Apologies were received from Cllr P Allen and Cllr F Van Mierlo (OCC) 

123/23	Variation of order of business
Item 131/23 was spoken about after 136/23.
	Item 125/23 was spoken about after item 136/23

124/23	Declarations of members’ interest
	No declarations of members’ interests were made.

125/23	Matters to report
The County Councillor and District Councillor’s reports were received, reviewed, and are available on the Parish Council website. 
Cllr G Heritage explained that her monthly report is mainly about available grants. Cllr G Heritage also told the Parish Council that some recent motions had been passed, including the real living wage with those who seek Council contracts, which ensures that all contractors are paid the living wage.
There was a special Council meeting to approve the Chinnor Neighbourhood Plan.
Cllr G Heritage told Councillors about a recent email regarding the Joint Local Plan and reminded Councillors that consultation for the plan will be open in January 2024.
Cllr Harms raised the Waterstock refusal, to which Cllr Harrod asked if it’s likely that the plans may be tried again. Cllr G Heritage explained that she can’t answer for definite as she has no more information.

126/23	Correspondence and public discussion
	There was no correspondence or public discussion.

127/23	Planning applications
A	The following planning applications were received and reviewed from SODC:	
[bookmark: _Hlk150942339]	P23/S3459/FUL (White Ash London Road Milton Common OX9 2NU) Erection of two semi-detached properties on land adjacent to White Ash. (as amended by plan ref 21092302-3 1c, which shows the air source heat pump). Great Milton Parish Council all voted in favour of SUPPORTING the planning proposal.  
	P23/S3748/AG (Views Farm Windmill Hill Great Milton OX44 7NW) Erection of steel portal frame barn.  Great Milton Parish Council all voted in favour of SUPPORTING the planning proposal.  
	P23/S2902/FUL (Milton Pools Fishery near Milton Common OX44 7JE) Retention of single-storey extension and its use for storage. (As amended by the agent's letter dated 24 October 2023).
	P23/S2905/FUL (Milton Pools Fishery near Milton Common OX44 7JE) Continued use of the single-storey building as storage without compliance with condition 3 of P02/N0682. (As amended by agents letter dated 24 October 2023).
	P23/S2906/FUL (Milton Pools Fishery near Milton Common OX44 7JE) The retention of the existing building and continued use as offices (mail order company). (As amended by agents letter dated 24 October 2023).
	P23/S2907/FUL (Milton Pools Fishery near Milton Common OX44 7JE) Retention of single-storey building and continued use as two office units. (As amended by agents letter dated 24 October 2023).
	Great Milton Parish Council all voted in favour of NO STRONG VIEWS regarding the four planning proposals for Milton Pools Fishery. 
B	The following planning decisions were received and reviewed.
P23/S2384/O (Land east of Junction 8a, M40 Waterstock OX33 1HT) The demolition and clearance of existing buildings and structures to allow for
the construction of up to 120,000sqm of Use Class E employment floorspace
comprising Research and Development units, Light Industrial units, ancillary
offices, ancillary amenity buildings (up to 2,400sqm), Creche (up to 600sqm),
Forest School (up to 150sqm), along with new site accesses, internal roads
and footpaths, surface and multi-storey car parking, open space, landscaping,
biodiversity enhancements, drainage features including SUDs and other
engineering operations, infrastructure and associated works. All matters of
detail reserved. 
South Oxfordshire District Council hereby gives notice that outline planning permission is REFUSED.

[bookmark: _Hlk150942154]P23/S3147/HH (The Penn Thame Road Great Milton OX44 7HX) Extension and conversion of roof to create habitable room within roof void. (Amended plans submitted 17 October 2023 to show the rear balcony removed and replaced with a Juliette balcony) 
South Oxfordshire District Council hereby gives notice that planning permission is REFUSED.

C	P23/S3035/FUL (The Bull The Green Great Milton OX44 7NS) Demolition of twentieth-century extensions. This planning application has been WITHDRAWN. Cllr Harrod explained that this has no effect on the other planning proposals and that application PS23/S3035/FUL is superfluous and was withdrawn at the request of the Council. 

128/23	Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the October meeting of the Parish Council, held on Monday, 16th October 2023, were received, reviewed, agreed and signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings.
129/23	Financial resolutions
A	The following cheques for payment were authorised and signed:
	Chris Ashworth. Salary, Tax and Expenses November: £608.22
	Chris Ashworth backdated pay increase from April 2023: £318.50
	Shield Maintenance Dog Waste October: £62.40
	J M Dudley: £359.00
	Recreation Ground Insurance: £1,2950.56 
	Recreation Ground Maintenance grant 23-24: £400
	Green and Growing (A329 trim, Triangle shrub trim and Church Road trim): £198.00
[bookmark: _Hlk106737588]	BT Office/e-mail package: £10.80 (paid by monthly Direct Debit)
	Hugo Fox: web support: £23.99 (paid by monthly Direct Debit)

B	The bank reconciliation, accounts and bank statement for October were received, reviewed and approved.
[bookmark: _Hlk94558500]130/23	Parish clerk and councillors’ update of matters in hand
· Christmas tree recycling will be located adjacent to the entrance to the Rec. Trees must be 6ft or under or cut down to size and left by 9th January for collection on 10th January.
· The Christmas Tree for Great Milton was ordered and will be delivered on Friday, 1st December. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk96498452]Carol singing around the Christmas tree will be held on Wednesday 13th December at 6 pm with mulled wine and mince pies at The Bull afterwards.

131/23	Security in the village
Residents are encouraged to continue to report any incidents they witness or experience to the police via the 101 telephone service or online via the police.co.uk website.
Neighbourhood Watch updated the Parish Council that there was one break-in incident during October, and all residents are reminded to ensure their homes are secure.
The use of Medical message in a bottle were spoken about, and their usefulness. For more information, please see Message in a Bottle – Lions Clubs International or contact your local GP or local pharmacy. It was agreed an ad will be run in the Bulletin to promote the use of the medical message in a bottle.

132/23	Grass cutting in the Village
This is an ongoing issue with the quality of grass cutting completed by McCracken within the Village. The Parish Clerk has recently managed to speak to Steve McCracken (owner of McCracken & sons) and raised the recent issues. McCracken should complete the last cut of the year soon, and the Parish Council will seek a new contractor for the following year’s growing season. The contract will be allowed to end at the end of February, and a new contractor will be found. 

133/23	Internet connection in the Cabin for the Great Milton History Society
Great Milton History Society has asked if the Parish Council would consider funding the cost of getting the new premises connected via a dongle. The cost would be £19.00 per month. All councillors agree that the Parish Council will cover the cost, which will be included in the yearly budget.  

134/23	Planning letter for the Village
To review a planning letter for newly approved applications in the Village, which will be sent to all newly approved applications, reminding people of the impact on the Village and to be mindful. A few changes were agreed upon, which will be implemented in the draft letter.

135/23	The Well on The Green Steps
The restoration of The Well on the Green has been completed, and it has been noted that the original stone steps require attention. It was agreed that the steps do need to be repaired. As finding a stonemason can sometimes be lengthy, it was agreed that the Parish Clerk would get a tidy-up of the steps completed and then reassess the situation.

136/23 	First draft of Budget 2024-25
	To consider the first draft of the Parish Council’s budget for 2024-25. The Parish Councillors reviewed the first draft of the budget with a few areas raised by Cllr Fox. The areas raised were whether the Clerk's salary was sufficient due to the impending change of Clerk. It was agreed that, at this time, the current level was suitable. Cllr Fox also raised that the Christmas Tree purchase should be added to the budget. 
	Cllr Fox asked the Parish Clerk to complete a YTD spend before the next Parish Council meeting, and it was agreed that the Clerk will ensure this will be done before the December Parish Council meeting. 
	The Parish Councillors discussed the current agreement that the Parish Council pay the insurance for the Recreation ground and make a £400 yearly grant. It was agreed that the Parish Council would continue to pay these but agreed that the £400 grant will be issued once an AGM report has been received as part of the Parish Council's APM, which is held each April.
 
The following Great Milton Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday, 11th December 2023, at 7.30 pm at the Pavilion.  

The meeting ended at 20:35
