Great Milton Parish Council

www.greatmilton.org.uk
c/o Joanna Botha, 01844 338150, clerk@greatmilton.org.uk
7 Kings Close, Worminghall, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 9JW


Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Great Milton Parish Council held on Monday 16th May 2011 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.
Present:

Cllrs. Stephen Harrod (Chair), Doug Colley, Peter Fewell (Vice Chair) and Christine Pepperell.

In Attendance:
Joanna Botha (Clerk)

David Turner (County Councillor)


Four members of the public
In advance of the meeting, the newly elected members of the Parish Council (Ian Bradley, Douglas Colley, Peter Fewell, Stephen Harrod and Christine Pepperell) signed Declarations of Acceptance of Office witnessed by the Clerk.

45/11
Apologies for Absence
Action:
Ian Bradley was away.
46/11
To Elect a Chairman
It was proposed that Stephen Harrod (SH) take on the Chairmanship of the Parish Council for a further year. SH confirmed that he was happy to remain in the post and this was agreed upon unanimously. He then signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office to the post of Chairman.


47/11
To Elect a Vice Chairman
It was proposed that Peter Fewell (PF) take the role of Vice Chairman. PF confirmed his willingness to do so and this was agreed upon unanimously.
48/11

To nominate representatives for:
The Clerk reported that the following people had been put forward as the proposed Parish Council representatives for the following village charities:

The Sheppard Trust - Ann Price, John Davis

The Hardsurface Play Area - Susan Read, Jon Devitt, Wendy Richardson
The GM Recreation Ground Management Committee - Michele Block, Michael Robinson


The Kent & Couling Charity - Rita Booker and Cynthia D’Anger


The Old Field Charity - Hazel Hand


(Parish Plan Steering Group - Ian Bradley)
It was resolved that these nominees be approved as the PC representatives for the forthcoming year.

49/11
Inventory of Parish Documents
The Clerk confirmed that the Inventory of Parish Documents remained as per the list published to Councillors in September 2005.  The Parish Documents had been filed at the Oxfordshire Record Office in September 2001 and had remained unchanged since that time.
50/11
Revision of Standing Orders


The Clerk reported that there had been one amendment to the model Standing Orders and this had been amended accordingly in GMPC’s own Standing Orders:
32b. A motion to add or revoke one or more of the Council’s Standing Orders, not mandatory by law, shall be proposed by a special motion, the written notice whereof bears the names of at least two councillors.
It was resolved to approve this amendment.
51/11
Revision and Confirmation of Insurance Arrangements
The Clerk reported that she had received the renewal documents and would contact the insurer and ask them to remove Hazel Hand’s name as Advertising Manager and to remove the £890 listed as the value of the office contents. This sum is out of date and should have been corrected last year. There was nothing to add to the policy.

JB
52/11
Register of Interests for this Meeting


None.
53/11
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

It was resolved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, held Monday 11th April 2011, as a true and accurate record. 
54/11
Matters to Report
· Handyman Graeme Kimber had provided estimates for a number of village maintenance tasks: cement together kerb on corner of The Green (£25); supply and fit new gate post at the allotment entrance (£50); supply and fit new ball valve on allotment tank (£65); reduce hedge to 6' and remove at Oxen Piece (£150). There were no objections. The Clerk will ask Graeme to go ahead with the work.

JB
· Cllr. David Turner had contacted Highways regarding the danger caused by the fallen Church Road turn off signs on the A329. He had received confirmation that the order for this had been released and should be dealt with in 3-4 weeks. He will now inform Highways that the Thame Road turn off sign is also lying on the verge.

DT
· Cllr. David Turner reported that the speed cameras were back on across the county. He also reported that the speed changes on the London Road and the A329 had been implemented.
55/11
Correspondence
· A letter had been received from Rosamund Griffin (RG), Deanery Synod Representative for the Parochial Church Council, advising the Parish Council that the Irish yews in the churchyard need to be pruned in order to regenerate. This will be severe, reducing the height to about 6ft, which will allow the trees to regrow and achieve their normal upright appearance over the next few years. The work is to be done by tree surgeons recommended by the Forestry Officer of SODC and everything will be done following best practice and in accordance with the law. RG was present at the meeting to answer any queries; however the details in the letter were considered satisfactory.

· A letter had been received detailing in full the results of the Review of Subsidised Bus Services. This will be published in The Bulletin. Great Milton has retained its hourly service.

· An additional survey on the 275 bus service in Milton Common had been received. Christine Pepperell will consult locally and send a response.

CP
Public Discussion
A member of the public addressed the meeting and expressed an opinion that the new posts by the Recreation Ground entrance were unnecessary and asked the PC to limit the use of these on the Greens. He also felt they were hazardous in the dark. He felt that while the Greens were of great value, ‘enforcement’ was not a nice word to use when trying to prevent people from parking on them. SH clarified that the posts were to demarcate the driveway across the Green and to prevent parking.

56/11
Planning Applications
A

Great Milton Parish Council considered that the following planning applications should be APPROVED by SODC:
The Oxford Belfry Hotel Milton Common (In the parish of Tiddington with Albury) OX9 2JW. P11/W0510/EX. Extension of time to implement planning permission P07/W1416. Construction of new two storey staff accommodation building and storage buildings to replace existing.
Kings Head House, High Street, Great Milton, OX44 7NF. P11/W0322 & P11/W0323/LB. Erection of a rear extension to existing utility room. 
Westlands, Lower End, Great Milton, OX44 7NJ. P11/W0565. Repositioning and amendments to building approved under application reference P10/W1382 (Demolition of existing garage and replacement with new garage and garden room).

The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Great Milton, OX44 7NJ. P11/W0590/RET. Replacement of existing roof material with 'Athy Ecoslate', insertion of roof light and creation of two doors to allow access to the sport changing rooms from outside (amendment to planning permission P10/W1124 for the roof light addition).
Great Milton Parish Council considered that the following planning application should be REFUSED by SODC:
Land East Crowthorne Kennels, Milton Common, OX9 2JX. P11/W0621/RET. Use for the storage of various items in connection with a vehicle recovery contractors business.

B
The following Planning Decision from SODC was reviewed: Tallis House, High Street, Great Milton, OX44 7NF. P11/W0314 & P11/W0315/LB. (Granted)
The following appeal has been withdrawn: Lantern Service Station, London Road, Milton Common, OX9 2JL. Alleged breach: Change of use from Service Station to Car Sales, Appellants name: Mr Andrew Costar. Application reference: P11/W0288/DA.
C

Doug Colley (DC) reported that residents had been in touch with him again about the development of agricultural buildings at Oxen Field, Thame Road (P06/W0135), concerned that it differs from the original application. It was agreed that the Clerk write to the owner and ask whether he would be willing to attend the next PC meeting and that DC make enquiries with the Planning Office to clarify what is acceptable.
DC/JB
D
CP reported that she had received a second letter from a resident of Milton Common criticising the handling of the most recent Chilworth House School application. She had circulated a response in advance of the meeting and it was agreed that this should be sent with a copy to go to the school.
CP/JB
57/11
Pegswell Lane


The residents local to Pegswell Lane who had attended the previous meeting, clarified to the meeting that while they may do occasional tidying on the lane, they do not wish to be responsible for the management of the footpath. It was felt that this could create complications regarding boundaries and public liability. It was agreed that the Clerk should try to get either Highways or Countryside Services to maintain the path as much as possible and that the PC would carry out improvement works on a smaller scale than previously planned with a focus on making safe the path and the well. A sub-committee or working party to include residents would be formed to discuss specific plans. The Clerk will keep all residents and property owners informed.

JB
58/11
The Bulletin


It was resolved that the Clerk should invoice the PC for producing The Bulletin at her usual hourly rate. This will be until a new production team is in place. It was also resolved to purchase a copy of Publisher at £90 should this be agreeable to the new production team.

JB
59/11
Second set of Wooden Posts for The Green


A quotation from Spade Oak for installing nine wooden posts on the Green by ‘Ardfield’ was reviewed. The cost would be £1050 plus VAT and would need to come from the Parish Council reserves as it had not been budgeted for. The Clerk will check whether the price quoted includes the topsoil and grassing. It was resolved that SH and PF would consult with local residents before a decision is made. It was also resolved to obtain round reflectors to be used on all new posts including those by the Recreation Ground entrance.

SH/PF
6011
Financial Resolutions
A
The following cheques were authorised for payment: 


Joanna Botha. Salary. £322.18



Jonathan Dudley. Bulletin Production. £293.04


Jonathan Dudley. Parish Plan Questionnaire. £60.00


Spade Oak. Resurfacing Rec Entrance. £1,740.00


Recreation Ground Management Committee. Insurance. £882.85


SODC. Dog bin emptying. £34.98


Broker Network Ltd. Came & Company Insurance. £338.64


It was noted that no invoice had been presented by the Clerk for the Parish Plan Questionnaire. This will be presented at the next meeting.







JB
B
The Internal Audit Plan, drafted by CP, had been circulated in advance of the meeting. It was resolved that this be approved.

C
A request was considered for a 50 per cent contribution towards the £130 cost of installing the kissing-gate, donated by Le Manoir, on the extended footpath between Little Milton and Great Milton. It was resolved to spend £65 from the budget for village maintenance.

D
It was resolved to approve the Year End accounts for 2010-11.

61/11
Any Other Business

· It was agreed to hold the June and July meetings on the 3rd Monday of the month to ensure that they will be quorate. SH requested that the PC considers a permanent move to the 3rd Monday to enable him to attend other parish meetings in his new role as District Councillor. This will go on next month’s agenda.

JB
· The Clerk reported that she has not yet received any expressions of interest in the vacancies for Parish Councillor. She will put up an additional advert in the shop window.

JB
· It was noted that the residents at 14 Thame Road had made some positive responses to the PC’s correspondence with more considerate parking and a tidy front area.

· DC had attended an Open Day for the Great Haseley Windmill and commented on the fantastic work that has been done so far. He will write an item for The Bulletin.

DC
· Several rat infestations had been reported in the area of Fullers Field/Thame Road. SH will speak to the relevant department at SODC.

SH
· SH officially thanked Ken Rogers and Phil Ashworth on behalf of the all the councillors and residents of the parish for their time and hard work on the PC which had been very much appreciated.
The meeting closed at 9.18pm.

The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council will be Monday June 20th 2011 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.


Signed:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________


Date:      ________________________________________
